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1. Welcome from the Chair 

The Chair noted that due to emergency legislation being discussed in the Chamber, AMs 

who had wanted to attend today’s meeting were now unable to do so. The Chair also 

apologised that, for the same reason, he would have to leave the meeting early. The Chair 

gave a brief overview of and introduction to the work of the CPG. The Chair noted with 

pleasure that this meeting would be looking at the arts in Wales, particularly as international 

arts links could boost the arts in Wales and raise Wales’ profile internationally.  

 

2. A showcase for Arts in Wales? 



Rebecca Gould (RG) led the discussion with a look at the good work that artists and arts 

organisations in Wales are doing to sell their work to the rest of the world. She raised the 

question as to whether a showcase might help support and enhance this success. RG then 

asked John Rostron (JR) and Elena Schmitz (ES) to give their opinions on showcasing 

events that might be used as positive models for Wales.  

 

JR said that compared to other places across the world there was no showcasing of music in 

Wales. He gave two examples of very good showcasing events from across the world. The 

first was Showcase Scotland within Celtic Connections, and he looked at how the umbrella 

of Celtic Connections was used to bring delegates from around the world to showcase 

events for Scottish talent. JR noted that when it started, Showcase Scotland was funded by 

the Scottish Government but its success has meant that it is now self-funding.  

 

The second example JR gave was Osheaga in Montreal, noting that it is shorter, more 

publicly engaged, diverse and - importantly – bilingual than Celtic Connections.  The festival 

holds special networking sessions that help create links and business connections around 

the world. 

 

ES spoke about a pilot scheme where seven organisations in Wales (British Council Wales, 

Arts Council of Wales, Wales Arts International, Welsh Books Council, Literature Across 

Frontiers, Wales PEN Cymru and Wales Literature Exchange) are working with Literature 

Wales to have a shared presence at the 2018 London Book Fair in April. The shared stand 

will bring a significant focus to publishing in Wales, far above what any single publisher 

would be able to afford to do. Alys Conran’s book Pigeon/Pijin will be highlighted on the 

stand as an example of successful simultaneous bilingual publication. ES also presented the 

International Literature Showcase in Norwich (run by British Council and Writers’ Centre 

Norwich) as an example of a small but significant industry focused festival that could be 

used as a model in Wales. 

 

The Chair commented that many people might have taken it for granted that major 

showcasing was already being done in Wales, and if there is a consensus in the arts in 

Wales that it should be further developed, then he would be interested in taking it to the 

Assembly for discussion.  

 

Helgard Krause (HG) suggested as a location for a showcasing event the Frankfurt Book 

Fair, a year-long festival of literature, music, content and food, attended by 300,000 

international visitors. HG used Iceland as an example of a nation which had used 

sponsorship of about €3.5m to obtain a status of Guest of Honour at the Fair from which it 

had benefitted greatly.  

 

Alison Woods (AW) asked whether it might be more cost effective to send Welsh participants 

to established showcasing events across the globe. 

  

Yvette Vaughan Jones (YVJ) noted that Quebec has a range of very sector-specific festivals. 

 

Bethan Elfyn (BE) spoke about Eurosonic in Groningen, giving Iceland as an example of a 

nation with a great representation there and saying that Wales loses out by being included in 

the UK representation. 



 

The Chair restated his desire to put the topic under discussion to the Assembly at some 

stage in order to get a political discussion going. At this point the Chair had to leave the 

room in order to attend the emergency debate in the Senedd. 

 

Andy Eagle (AE) spoke about Quebec being a good model of private/public partnership, 

describing how they fund their global network of agents (part salary, part commission). He 

said this was a model that could be followed by the Welsh Government if they used their five 

new global offices to set up similar networks. 

 

RG noted that there is no stratum of agents and promoters in Wales as there is in England 

which limits access to world markets for Welsh artists. 

 

Michelle Carwardine-Palmer (MCP) highlighted the point that Wales gets lost in the bigger 

UK picture, but that bringing people to Wales would give an understanding of the country to 

a wider audience. 

 

Paul Keynes warned that it can take a long time (5 to 20 years) for niche showcases to make 

an impact. 

 

Clare Williams (CW) asked if there was a showcasing model which had independence over 

quality control? If a product is being sold as Welsh it should have to pass a quality threshold.  

 

RG said that she receives regular feedback that countries want to work with Wales as 

opposed to the UK/England, for many reasons. 

 

MCP urged Wales to try and replicate small festivals rather than duplicate large ones. 

 

Lisa Mathews (LW) stated that Eurosonic had been set up because European bands were 

being drowned out by English-funded bands. 

 

There was a brief discussion about Showcase Scotland (SS), considering whether it could 

be every two years rather than every year (JR), highlighting the importance of quality control 

and support given by the producer (RG)  

 

BE (and then ES) emphasised the point that it takes a long time to develop relationships, 

and when delegates are invited to showcasing events they must be guided – and made to 

work - so that they are doing what we need them to do. 

 

RG said that whatever comes out of these discussions it needs to be sector-led, not 

government-led. British Council’s role will be to support the sector in what will be a sector-led 

initiative. 

 

Louise Wright (LW) expressed the desire that whatever the outcome, existing models are 

used and that Wales doesn’t try to build something from scratch.  

 

Jenny Scott (JS) said she wanted to report back to the Chair so that he can take something 

to the Senedd, and that sector needed to be clear about what it wanted politicians to do. JS 



suggested that if Wales didn’t act soon it would find it almost impossible to start any 

showcasing event in even five years’ time, particularly as the Welsh Government had the 

appetite now to do something.  

 

On behalf of the Chair RG thanked everyone for their input to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


